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	DEMSCORE IN NUMBERS
	195 DATASETS
	1225

	25,766 VARIABLES
	179
	149
	5109

	412,198 VARIABLE FILES
	Demscore is a collaboration between the University of Gothenburg, Stockholm-, Uppsala-, and Umeå University, funded by the Swedish Research Council. The data is provided by the partnering research institutes: V-Dem, QoG, UCDP/VIEWS, COMPLAB, REPDEM, and H-DATA.
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	2. DEMSCORE METHODOLOGY
	The following section includes a summary of the DEMSCORE Methodology, including a description of the general approach, and dataset- and Output Unit combinations. To read and download the full version of the DEMSCORE Methodology, please visit www.demscore.se
	The potential that lies in the interdisciplinarity of DEMSCORE data is accompanied by the challenge of its diversity. On this page, we outline a summary of the methodological considerations, choices, and procedures guiding the development of the DEMSCORE project, stretching across the construction of a common e-infrastructure to fully harmonized data from all sources.
	We continually review our methodology—and occasionally adjust it—with the goal of improving the quality of DEMSCORE indicators and indices. We report the challenges of the harmonization process and present the solutions provided by the DEMSCORE Team and its member projects.
	In order to present data merged from different sources in a consistent way, we have developed an innovative and systematic data harmonization process. Each dataset in Demscore has its own dataset unit, i.e., unit of analysis. Based on their units of analysis, datasets are grouped into Output Units and finally merged and translated through these Output Units.
	Several datasets within the same module have very similar units. That is, if more than one dataset within a module has the combination of columns containing e.g., the country and year as their identifying unit, we take the union of the country-year combinations from each dataset with similar units and define the result as an Output Unit. This is illustrated in figure 1, which also demonstrates that we use these Output Units to translate and merge data from different units and modules together, i.e., we translate between Output Units both within and across projects.
	While Dataset A of Project X for example has observations for European countries from 1944 to 2015, Dataset B for Project X has observations for all countries from 1990 to 2021. The Country-Year unit table for Project X will have rows for European countries from 1944 to 1989 as well as rows for all countries from 1990 to 2021. In other words, a unit table always covers all possible combinations of unit values in the identifier columns of datasets with the same dataset unit. This is illustrated using the following example based on a subset of the data above: Member Project X has two datasets available; Dataset A and Dataset B. Dataset A is a table with three columns, called country, year and var_1 with corresponding values in five rows. Dataset A is a table with three columns, called country, year and var_1 with corresponding values in five rows. Dataset A has the Unit Country-Year, meaning each row in the dataset is identified by a unique combination of countries and years.
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	For more detailed information, we refer users to the explanatory notes of our Methodology Document, available on https://www.demscore.se
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	4. INTEGRATING EXTERNAL DATA IN DEMSCORE
	DEMSCORE is a platform that supports detailed cross-country analysis by providing tools to harmonize and merge diverse datasets. One of its strengths is its ability to integrate external datasets with its internal data, even when the datasets use different sets of identifiers or structures.
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	5. HOW TO USE THE DOWNLOAD INTERFACE
	Demscore data can be retrieved from the download interface either by variable, by codebook section, by downloader ID, or by Output Unit. We recommend users to thoroughly read the Explanatory Notes section of the Methodology document before downloading data through Demscore.
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	Tips: Use this option when working with variables that have limited data points, but be cautious if you plan to merge with other datasets later.
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	Tips: Use this option when working with variables that have limited data points, but be cautious if you plan to merge with other datasets later.
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	6. GRAPHING TOOLS
	Country Graph
	The Country Graph is a visual tool for comparing and analyzing multiple indicators or indices within a specific country.

	Variable Graph
	The Variable Graph is a visual tool for analyzing and comparing trends in a specific indicator or index, across different countries.

	Heatmap
	The Heatmap tool displays one indicator/index on a heatmap - a graphical representation of data where colors represent values.

	Sparkline Charts
	A sparkline chart is a line chart used to depict the trend of a chosen indicator, such as a variable or index, over selected units of measurement, such as countries or regions.


	Comparison Graph
	Creates individual line charts for each chosen indicator within a country. Each line on the chart corresponds to a distinct indicator, showcasing its trend or pattern over a given period.

	Bubble Chart
	Displays data on a two-dimensional chart with radial lines. Each line represents a unit of measurement, and the data points are connected to form a shape, offering a quick visual comparison of multiple countries.

	Radar Graph
	Contrasts the current distribution of units of measurement over a specific indicator with the distributions from previous units of time. The size of the bubbles represents an additional variable.

	Comparison Bubble Graph
	A visual representation of three-dimensional data on a two-dimensional plane, using bubbles to depict data points. The X and Y axes represent two indicators, and the size of the bubbles represents a third indicator.

	Multiple Variable Graph
	Creates individual line charts for each chosen indicator within a country. Each line on the chart corresponds to a distinct indicator, showcasing its trend or pattern over a given period.
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	The Demscore approach allows users to select an Output Unit and access variables from different datasets, ensuring variables are transformed to match the chosen unit, either directly or through aggregation/disaggregation while maintaining information from the original unit identifiers, such as country names or government, and matching them as well as possible.
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